
 
 

6th August 2020 
Dear Parents, 

 

SUBJECT : REOPENING AND SCHOOL READINESS 

 

Greetings and good wishes from The Westminster School – Dubai!  

We have been working hard all summer to make sure that we are ready to open to students in 
September. We have submitted our plans to KHDA and they have now approved them so I 
thought you would appreciate an update.  
 
We are trying to give students as much access to live learning as possible whilst ensuring that 
they remain socially distanced and safe whilst in school and on their way to and from school.  
 
Initially students will attend school for the full day, every two to three days and will be kept 
together in the same group of 10-15 students (depending on their age and the size of their 
classroom) throughout the day. When students are not in school lessons will be live streamed 
to them using Microsoft Teams, with teachers being trained to ensure that they interact with 
students learning at home. Therefore, students will receive the same lessons at home and at 
school. 
 
Students will have their own seat and desk, which will not change and will spend their breaks in 
the same groups so that they do not mix with others. Whilst in lessons students will be seated 
at least 1.5m away from each other and whilst outside their classroom they will be expected to 
stay 2m apart.  
 
High levels of supervision backed up with thorough training of students will ensure that social 
distancing is maintained. Our current plans for school attendance are: 
 

 Attendance every three days (where classrooms are smaller): FS1 and 2, Primary, 
Secondary Girls 

 Attendance every two days (where classrooms are larger): Secondary Boys and Sixth Form 
 
School hours will be the same as they were last year with school starting at 7.50am although we 
will ask students to arrive and leave at staggered times so that we do not have crowds at the 
gates.  
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Whilst we recommend students to attend school, you will have the option of keeping your 
children at home and attending lessons remotely, full time, if you wish. You can see that 
students will receive the same education at home as they would at school, although we still feel 
that attending school will give a better experience. 
 
We will write to you in a few weeks’ time to ask your intentions and once you have made your 
decision we will ask you to stick to it for the first few weeks – this helps us organise everything 
in school and offer a better educational experience.  
 
Detailed plans will follow and will be mostly communicated by the Assistant Principals for your 
part of the school as there different arrangements for FS, Primary Secondary Girls, Secondary 
Boys and Sixth Form.  
 
We will adapt plans once we know how many parents are choosing the full time stay at home 
option and we will continue to review our procedures each day. You will receive a lot of 
communication from us over the coming weeks as we want you to be clear on how we are 
operating the school. Your Assistant Principals are Ms Chanda (Primary), Mrs Matthew 
(Secondary Girls) and Mr Hamad (Secondary Boys). Ms Paromita will organise FS along with Ms 
Chanda.    
 
Other details of the plan that may be of interest to you are: 
 

 It will be mandatory for everybody over the age of six (Year 2 onwards) to wear a face mask 
at all times whilst on campus. 

 All students will have their temperature checked before they enter the school building. The 
school has purchased four thermal cameras and several hand-held infrared thermometers 
for this purpose. If a child has a temperature greater than 37.5 °C he or she will be isolated 
until a parent can pick them up. 

 Parents will be asked to drop off their children at the school gate so that they do not have to 
mix with others inside the school. We will have staff available to make sure students get to 
their correct classrooms. Arrangements for new students and those in FS1 and FS2, who may 
be coming to school for the first time, will be communicated separately as we recognise that 
parents may need to stay with their children longer in the early days to settle them in. 
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 We will ask different aged students to arrive at different times to prevent crowding at the 
gate. 

 Temperature checks will be conducted by bus guardians before the students and staff board 
the bus and also at the time of entry into the school building.  

 School buses will operate at 50% capacity on all trips. Each student will be given a permanent 
seat for both the onward and return trip (see STS video attached to our email). 

 Dispersal will be staggered and students will walk to board the buses, following strict 
distancing of 2 metres between students. 

 Signs are being placed all around the school building to indicate the movement direction and 
distancing at 2 metres. 

 Parents and visitors will be discouraged from entering the building and be asked to 
communicate with us remotely where possible. In unavoidable cases, meetings will be 
scheduled through prior appointments in a staggered manner in one of the rooms around 
the reception area. These will be sanitized after every meeting. 

 All visitors and parents will be screened using an infrared thermometer by trained personnel. 
Any visitor who is found with a temperature of or above 37.5 °C will be refused entry. 

 No activities will be held in shared spaces. Assemblies, events and contact games will remain 
suspended. 

 On days they attend school, students are required to carry their own personal sanitization kit 
- wet wipes, hand sanitizer, face mask + extra face mask. 

 Flexible / staggered break times will be followed. Students will be permitted to use the 
washroom as and when they require. Support staff at the washrooms(s) will monitor the exit 
and entry of students. 

 Music, Art, PE and Library sessions will be held in the classrooms. These sessions will be held 
in such a way that there is no contact with another student. 

 Homework will be submitted online for correction to prevent contact through books. 

 The canteen will serve only a limited range of cold, pre-packed, food . Students who opt for 
on-campus study are advised to carry with them healthy snacks. 

 Water dispensers / coolers have been put out of service so students must carry their own 
water. 

 No sharing of food and stationery will be permitted. 

 In case a student or staff shows signs of COVID, they will be immediately transferred to the 
isolation room and parents will be contacted to take them home. New isolation rooms have 
been created for this purpose. 
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 Cleaning has been entrusted to a professional company to ensure deep cleaning at the end 
of each day. Furniture will be generally be used by only by one student during the day but 
where students do need to change classrooms (e.g. for optional subjects) furniture will be 
disinfected before the next class enters. Each student will use only the designated space 
assigned to him / her. 

 Additional training will be given to all staff, including the medical team to handle any new 
situation. 

 
I hope this gives you a better idea of what we are planning. More details will follow and if you 
have any questions please contact us.  
 
As always, I recommend that you contact the person relevant to your child which in the first 
instance is normally the tutor or class teacher. There are also Heads of House, Heads of Pastoral 
and Assistant Principals attached to your child who will also be able to help. 
 
I have missed meeting your children each day and I am very much looking forward to seeing 
them and you again in September.  
 

 


